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AI the issue of this “Newsletter”, Cardinal Eduardo Francisco Pronio has gone back to
the Hinise of the Father

It was he, who from the presidency of the Pontifical Cosmiil for the Laity, inspived
IFCA's setting up anc then followed it and went along with s m our jotemey.

In Awgust of lase venr, when his sickness prevented him fram jommg the Second General
Axcrmbly in Buenos Ames, he gave s his Praver of Consecration of the Catholic Action 1o
the Virgin, Chr Lady of Lugin, in whose sanctiary he now rests,

In his Spirineal Testament we read:

Magnificat! | thank God for having used up my pour energies and talents in the
devotion o the dear laypeople, whose friendship and witness have enriched my spi-
rit. | loved Catholic Action very much. If | did not do more it is because | was not
able ta do . Magnificat!

Oh the eve of his death, Cardinal Pivonio said to the Pope: from Heaven 1 will conti-

nue to pray for the Church.
Certainly we have gamed an mtercessor near the Father.

Thuse who had the smmense grace of sharmg his pigromage here on the earth, wimessed
his truse i the mercifud bove of the Father, his docidicy mo the Spme, his service and readiness
tos the Church, his jorvful acceptance of the cross and his inshakeable hope m the resrrection.

He was able to offer his deep and night word, his sevene jov and his penerous friendship
o all.
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With simplicicy and humbleness he shew the path of Mary to us and his Ife was: Fiat
and Magnificar!

e thank God for the gft of his ife. O homage may be our commitment 1o live per-
somally and at institutiomal level whar he, more than 30 years ago, asked of the mem-
hers of Argentine Catholic Action:

that in the action may we not lose silence
that in the cross may we not lose joy

that in the fight may we not lose hope. So may it be.

Bearriz Buzzerti Thomson
President of Argentine Catholic Action
IFCAY Coordinavos
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A greeting from the new Assistant

Wuh great joy | address my first greeting to you all at the beginning of my office
as IFCA's Assistant. | express my gratitude to H.E. Cand. James F. Stafford,
President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, who wanted w appoint me for this
office. | wish also ro express my sincere esteem towards you all, leaders, assistants and
members of the CA associations of the whole world; you are o great gift for us, while
we are preparing to the Great Jubilee of 2000, under the precious guidance of the
Holy Father, John Paul 11.

As General Assistant of the Tmlion Catholic Action | have picked up the
inheritance of H.E Card. Salvatore De Giorgi, IFCA's first Assistant. Now, after the
stage of Buenos Aires in Seprember ‘97, | wish to continue our journey with you,
alongside with the Secretariat’s Coordinator,

1 will care for meeting the Bishops, your Pastors, the priests assistants in their
particular Churches, where CA lives - often with effort, always with hope — but it
will be good 1o find out oceasions of meeting also in those particular Churches
where CA does not yet exist, so that the associations may give their contribution to
the New Evangelization.

My office as IFCA’s Assistant becomes for me a concrete way to serve the
universal Church, in full unity with Peter's successor, John Paul 11, whe cares much
for our associations.

I wish IFCA to grow us a place of friendship and dialogue between old and new
CA of all continents, so that everywhere lnypeople may multiply and grow in faith,
who “under the movemenr of the Holy Spirit™ might be of service “through their
faithfulness and good works” to the Church (ef CFL 31), in witnessing and
announcing the Gospel o all our brothers and ststers,

The memory of Card. Pironio is still alive among us; | entrust to his prayer all of
you and my office, now that he lives in God's light,

We ask of him, who followed IFCA's birth and first steps until the Assembly in
Buenos Aires with fatherly care, to present CA's laypeople and assistants of all the
world to most holy Mary, God's Mother, with the words he wrote for us w the Virgin
of Lujiin:

«Mast holy Mary, help ws 1o be faithful o our hour. To this "dramaric and magnificent”
howr, full of challenges and hopes. Lay faithful are needed who live the sanctity of their
Baptism and the apostolic commitment of thetr Confirmation; who live with daily simpliciey
the Easter mystery; who are afraid neither of the cross nor of the martyrdom. Who only live
the jiry of sanctity im the missionary commumion of the Charch -,
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Message to John Paul Il
after the Second Assembly

Rome, Ocrober 28th [997

Huly Father,

the representatives of CA from Argenuing, Italy, Mexico, Romania and Spain,
have met for the first time, ns IFCA's Secretariar, in Rome on last october 26¢h.

The Secretariat was elected by the participants 1o IFCA's Second Ordinary
Assembly held in Buenos Aires from 11th 1o 14th seprember ‘97, and we enclose the
fimal message together with the guidelines of the programme until 2000,

In the name of all the friends of IFCA’ Secretariat and of all the countries which
are IFCA's members, | wish to thank You for the message You sent to Buenos Aires,
which have encouringed us 1o go on and to intensify our commmitment  at the
service of our particubir Churches and of the Universal Church towards the third
millennium.

The perspectives which are opening to the new evangelisation request, in all
continents, # more and more aware and active participation of the laity: the
associations and the movements of Catholic Action are ready 1o give their
contribution for the formation of laypeople — of all ages, in the family, in the vanious
environments — fully inserted in the ecclesial communities and authentic witnesses
of Chirist in the society and in the world.

1 assure You of 4 costant memory in the daily prayer o Mary, Mother of the
Chureh and Queen of the Catholic Action: for Your service as Pastor of the
universal Church and for any intention of Yours.

With the hope of getting soon the possibility of meeting You, we ask Your
apostolic hlessing,

Beatriz Buzzeet Thomson
Natlonal President of ACA and Coordinator of [FCA's Secrenriat

The answer to IFCA

H. E Mons. Giovanni Battista RE, Substitute of the Secretariar of the Vatican Ciry
answered the lerter of IFCA’s Coordinator, writing among other things:

«In the name of His Holiness, Who always follows the activity of Catholie Action
with care, 1 wish 1o thank you heartily for your kind attention. While assuring a
particular recollection in the prayer, He sends His apostolic blessing 10 you, to the
Secretariat’s members and to all CA national associations composing the Forume.

Enclosed A

FINAL MESSAGE

IFL:.-\’; second Assembly met in Buenos Aites from 1lth to 14th seprember 1o
reflect upon the theme “in dislogue with God, in the Church, with the world and
the culrures” and 1o draw up consequently the guidelines fur the years 1997-2000.

The Assembly was uttended by representatives from: Albunia, Argentina,
Austria, Bolivia, Burundi, Colombia, ltaly, Malta, Mexico, Myanmar, Paraguay,
Peru, Polonia, Romania (greek-byzantin rite and latin rite), Spain, Switzerland,
Venezuel, UMOFC and Unum Omnes.

In the complex and contradictory phase of transition which characrerizes this
moment of our history, the necessity o promote and support a fruitful meeting
berween the Gospel and the cultures is more and more urgent, to lead 10 8 renewal
of hearts and minds and to wem the development of the societies and of the peoples
in salidarity, sccording ro the values of the dignity of each person.

The dinlogue - which in the faith becomes dialogue of salvation and leads to the
announcement of Christ, the only Saviour, yesterday, today and always - is the path
and suggests to the christian community the style 1o witness and serve today.

The reflection of the Assembly was based upon the lectures by Vicente Espeche
Gil “The world we live in” and of Mons. Stanislao Rylko *The Church and the
world: dialogue and path of salvation; CA laypeople from the Second Varican
Council ownrds the third millennium”.

The participants, through creative and anticulated workshops, drew up the guide-
lines for the years 1997-2000.

dEI-.uri:ug the Assembly new members joined IFCA: Luxemburg, Burundi, Albania
anid Peru,

The Secretariat wis renewed and the following countries were elected: Argenting,
Iraly, Mexico, Romania and Spam for the years 1997-2000.

The Assembly was concluded with an eucharistic celebration in the Sanctuary of
the Virgin of Lujan,

The guidelines for the Catholic Action in general drawn up in the first ordinary
Assembly were confirmed:

“The Assembly has focused some perspectives of work shared by all the national CA
associntions and engages itself;

* in educating and forming lay people, beginning from the formation of an authentic
spiritual life

in the cooperation for the unity in the Church, so that the ecclesial communion
may increase

in the evangelization according to the three ways drawn up in Redemptory Missio:
“Missio nd genres”, new evangelisation, pastoral cure,

in a special attention to the youth and o the children, to promote their dignity
and rights".
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GUIDELINES FOR THE YEARS 1997-2000

* While preparing CA's members to the Great Jubilee of 2000, time of conversion and
jiny, of solidarity and hope, in the memory of Jesus Christ’s incarnation

- tollowing carefully the celebration of the contmental Syneds

~ thinking how IFCA can celebrate the Holy Year in a significant way,

* Keeping, updating and deepening the options of the first Assembly

Promuting the knowledge of CA through

~artention to the nations where it does not exist, in particular Africa and Asia

~ circulation and integration of the VADEMECUM

~ presentation of IFCA also by further instruments (dépliant, other medin)

- communication via internet

= collection and circulation of the Bishops' magisterium and of the theological and pasto-

ral reflection CA

Developmg the r:mndup-s amang IFCA's counmes

—continental meeti

- regional mtlnﬁm instance for Europe, Eastern Europe, Mediterrencan, Middle East...)

~meetings between near countries

- twinnings between diocesan associntions

—dinlogue and chrim with the ohserver-countries

Living solidamity with the member—coimtries

Offermg oppornmivies of meenmgs for the study and the formation ai meernational, contmental

levels or upon suggestion of a country

= upon topics of common interest (theology and CA, relationship between laypeople and

riests in the pastoral work....)

~ for the formation of the leaders

—in dialogue with other organisms

Remmding the member—countries about the exchange of experiences upan

~primacy of the formation (contemplation and action

—attention to the seminarists

= ecumenical and interreligious dialogue

Coordination at youth level

- consulting the member~countries, in particular the youths of the different countries, in
order to study the most suitable forms

~ fostering the participation of the youths ar IFCA's meetings

~going on with the collaboration with the Pontifical Council for the Laity - youth section

In particular

—caring about & closer relationship with the Bishops

—caring about systematic contacts with the national, regional and continental Bishops'
Conferences, in particular with the Bishops charged with the Lay Apostolare

—intensifying the relationships with the Pontifical Council for the Laity (on occa-
sion of the visita ad ﬁmina...ﬁnd with other departments

Ecumomic :lﬁwpm w IFCA

~arranging for the punctual payment of the yearly fee and increasing it, when possible

= sharing among the different contries the yearly and trienninl budger  (Secretariar,
initiarives, Assembly)

= caring about the requests for funds (Foundation Pio XII, America Latina Ponrifical
Commission, Propaganda fide...).

INTERDIOCESAN MEETING OF LAYPEOPLE
“PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF THE LAITY IN THE CHURCH OF CUBA"

El Cobre, 27/30th november 1997
55 das before the visit of John Paul [1

nder the protection of our Lady of the Charity in El Cobre, Patroness of Cuba,

in the ancient Serminary of Saint Basil the Great (1723), at present used as a
house for meetings, near o mine of copper in the vicinity of the city of Santiago, at
569 kms from La Habana, at the enstern end of the big caribbean island, there this
important interdiocesan meeting of laypeople took place.

The Executive Secretary of the Bishops' Commmission of the Laity, José Enrigque
Collazo, chaired the meeting. Seven pastoral leaders of each cuban dioceses attended
it. Each delegation was appointed through a diccesan Assembly and was composed of
at least one youth, a family, some priests, one religious and commined laypeople, men
and women in due proportion. Also some mitional leaders of the Bishops' Commission
of the laity and the Director of the Lay House of La Habana were present.

The foreign guests were: Guzman Carriquiry, Undersecretary of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity; Christina U.Z. de Zapiola, Navional Counsellor of the
Argentine Catholic Action, for [FCA; Germiin Cortés, Secretary of the CELAM's
Lay Department; a priest from Colombia for CELAM's Formation Department; the
Vicepresident of the Lay Council from Venezuels; and one representative of INDO-
SOC (Institure of Social Doctrine, Mexico).

The meeting was attended also by: Mons. Hector Pefia, Bishop of Honguin and
President of the Bishops' Commission for the Laity and Mons. Pedro Maurice Estii,
Archbishop of Santiago and President of the Commission Justitia and Pax, Also the
papal nuncio Mons, Beniamino Stella wis present. He celebrated the closing Mass
during which he read a message from the Cardinal Archbishop of La Habana, Mons.
Jaime Ohrtega Alamina, All of them concelebrared the Eucharist in the various days
and pave interesting homilies.

General goal of the Interdioesan Meeting of Laypeople: “Promoting a laity in
Cuba for the new evangelization towards the thind millennium”. Specific poals:

. Deepening the vocation and the mission of the laypeople in the Church and in
sociery to help them 1o live their own identity and spirinuality.

2. Reflecting upon the history of the laity in Cuba ro learn 10 go towards the furure.

3. Drawing up a project of Lay Action wowards 2000 in order to strengthen their
unity and organization,
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Lecrures of docerinal contenes were given. The workshops were antended by many
L"I' pt:ﬂp]u whao gave remarkable contribunions about four Toprics and were ¢losed with
the presentation of a concrete project for each of them: formation, lay mysticism and
spirituality, organization and lay movements, and what w do,

The foreign guests were charged with a panel where each of them presented the
characteristics, the goals and the organization of hisfher own association. It was fol-
lowed by an open dialogue with the laypeople attending the meeting, who shew
great interest in knowing the various lay realities in Latin America and in the world.

The warmth of the cubun people wowards the foreign guests, their interest in tel-
ling their own experiences and in listening to those of the others ware really
noteworthy. | could noticed in them a great commitment in accepting the challenge
of this historical moment and a great effort to prepare themselves. The Bishops of
Cuba care to offer them all means 1o participate, within and out of the island, in
every opportunity of [ormation to enrich themselves.

My stay in Cuba was un unforgettable experience: a beautiful country with an
interesting geography, a warm climate and a fruitful natre. [ was struck by the peo-
ple: patient, lacking in suitable conditions for a harmonious and full life, enduring
since so many years dictatorial regimes and the hard experience of communism.
Poverty here is really piercing. In this environment natwrally mild and socially
aggressive and painful the cuban people is fighting for o better and righter country.
The Church of Cuba, servant of its people, is working with much courage to be lea-
ven for the liberntion of the country,

Under the permanent motherly protection of Our Lady of the Charity in El
Cobre, the people of Cuba is waiting with great hope for John Paul 1L with open
arms and heart.

Cristing U_Z. de Zapiola
Buenos Aires, January 1998

JOHN PAUL 11

From the speech in the Cathedral of La Habana, on January 25th - during the mee-
ting with clergy, religious, seminarians and Inity:

«To the luity heve present, who tefresent so many athers, | am grateful for your dady fide-
lity m mamtaming the flame of faith m the heart of your famdies, 50 overcoming all obsta-
cles and working courageonsly to make the spirit of the Gospel present m sociery. 1 invite
sou to nowrish faith by means of a contimuing  biblical and chatechetical formation, which
wall helpy vou persevere i vour witness to Christ, pardoning offences, exercising the right —
as catholic believers — to serve the people in all the ways already open o you and working
to gam access 10 those soll closed -

From the speech at the international airport of La Habano, January 25th:

«May nations, especially these which share the same Christtan. heritage and the same lan-
guage, work effectively 1o extend the benefits of unity and  harmaony, to jorm  effors and
overcome obstacles, o that the Cuban people, as the active agents of their oum history,
may maintam muernational relations which promote the comman good -

Il continental Meeting
Europe-Mediterranean area

FCA’s Second European Meeting will be held in Romania from Friday 31st July
until Sunday 2nd August in TAS], at the Seminary.

The topic and the programme are going 1o be dmwn up during the foreseen
preliminary meeting in Rome on March 21st.

* For the topic the following items will be mken into consideration;

- the second year of prepantion towards the Jubilee of 2000, devoted o the Holy
Spirit (ef TMA);

= the Second speciul Assembly of the Bishops for Europe (spring 1999);

— IFCA's Second Assembly of Buenos Aires (cf Final message);

- the present sinmtions of our CA-associations and the contacts going on with the
abserver countries in Europe and in Meditermnean aren.

Week of formation for Youths

Evrope-Mediterranean area
LAS] (Romania), Seminary, August 3-%ch 1998

«As the salt of the earth...»
Protagonists of hope in the Church of 2000

The topic was chosen:

~ with reference to the Gospel, to understand the relation of the Church and of the
Chrisuians, in particular that of the lay faithful, with the world (cf Letter 1o
Dhognero)

— with reference to history and magisterium: this is the second year of preparation
to the great Jubilee of 2000, at more than 30 years from the Council, in a
worldwide context — mediterranenan and eutopean — of great transition,
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Working method: short introductory interventions, broad space to questions and
workshops.

- Interventions and experiences:

* 1o know the reality where the youths attending the meeting live and work in
CA, in the youths pastoral action, in relation with the diocesan pastoral
work, with CA structure

* 10 intensify and promote the associative commitment of the youths in the
particular Church, in the parish and in the various environments: practical
itineraries, exchange-programmes...

Daily prayer (liturgic group)

moming  following the itinerary of preparation and action of the youths
with the Pope, according to 1998 theme
«The Holy Spirit will teach you everything= (Jn 14,26)

Eucharistic Liturgy:
Readings of the day

artention o the greek-catholic liturgy; other moments to be determined

Eucharistic celebration (prefestive)

closing the seminary + Perru GHERGHEL, Bishop of the particular
Church of lasi. All the youths of the diocese will be invited.

Workshops to know CA — on August 4,5,6th - 18-19.30:
CA at the service of the particular Church
The formatin of the keaders, of the animators and the choice of the small group
The commumication
The life of the grou: programmes, methods, technigues of anmation, proposals

NEWS FROM THE SECRETARIAT

PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM PRO LAICIS

n monday 27th october the members of IFCA's Secretariar had the great joy of

meeting, for the first nme, H.E. Mons. James Frincis Stafford, President of the
Pontificium Consilium pro Laicis, together with Guzman Carriquiry, Undersecretary,
and Mons. Vincenzo de Mauro. Just on the sime day was held the plenary Assembly
of PCL (of which Eduardo Ramirer Cato, IFCA's former coordinator, is a member)
and this favoured the opportunity of this exchiange with the new President, who
shew n great mterest in CA and in IFCA's activites.

ASSEMBLY OF UNUM OMNES

n november 5-10th was held in Jerusalem the General Assembly of the

International Federation of the catholic men *Unum Omnes” upon the topic:
*On Jesus’ footsteps towards the third millennium®. The participants came from four
continents, from 16 countries {Germany, Luxemburg, ltaly, France, Switzerland,
Austria, lreland, Kenya, Ghann, Nigenn, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia, Argentina, Sri
Lanka, India) out of 35 countrics which are members of this organism. During the
Assembly new leaders were elected: Heins—Josef Niidel (Germany) as Presidént;
Emesto Preziosi (ltaly) and Alejandro Madero (Argentina) for Vicepresidents — bath
of them belong to CA and to IFCA’s Sccretariat.

THE AMERICAN SYNOD

letrer of greetings was sent by Giuseppe Genvasio, ICA’s National President and by

Agostino Superho, ICA's Genernl Assistant and [FCA's Ecelesiustic Assistant,

to the Cardinal and Bishops joining the special Assembly for the Bishops' Synod for

America. The Pastors of member-counries and Observers of the Intemational Forum of

CA (IFCA) were welcomed and invited 1o 8 meeting on december 5th at 19.30 at ICA's
seat, via della Conciliazione, for a moment of friendship and feast.

The works of the synodal Assembly, specially in the lust days, were very intense; this
is why on december 5th evening we could have a very warm meeting only with
Mons. Porras Cordioso, CELAM's delegate for the laity and Mons. Arancedo from
Argentina, of the Commussion for the lnity. Other contacts with Card. Alzamora,
Lima/Peru amd Mons. Rosa Chaves from El Salvador.
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NEWS FROM THE COUNTRIES

COLOMBIA

he XYI Narional Assembly of CA of Colombin was held in Medellin on
September 22-26th and was anended by the representatives of 11 dioceses of the
country. Topic: The Catholic Action, force of change towards the third millennizem.
The final document approved by the participants engiges the CA in some priorities:
= a <chool of formation for leaders
~ the project «Catholic Action TODAY«
= centres of formation for families,
The assembly, through the national president — Amparo Sardi = sent a letter o the
President of the Bishops' Conference begging of him o put on the apenda of the
Conference’s works a reflection upon CA

VENEZUELA

"l"'h-: UMAC celebrated 70 years from its foundation and held its XXII Assembly
in Caracas on 2-5th october. Topic: The CA towards the third millennian.

New MNational Presidient Beatriz Elins Peres.

The Assembly was also the oceasion w present the new structure of the CA, still
being tested in some dioceses and parishes, according to which the CA of Venesuela
is poing to be organised in groups of women, youths and families.

AUSTRIA

he Austrian Catholic Action elected in September 1997 4 new board. The presi-

dent of the Austrian Catholic Action is Dr. Christian Fries, theologian and assi-
stant professor at the University of Wien, vice-presidents are Dr. Luitgard
Derschmidt, president of the Catholic Acrion Salzburg and Dr. Otto Friedrich, jour-
nalist at the catholic weekly *Dic Furche”,
The main topic at the autumn conference in September 1997 were minorities in
Austria, at the spring meeting in Febnary it will be the position of Austria within
European security systems.
The Austrian Catholic Action started in January an initiative called “Dislog—forum
- Futute of the Church”, to get out of the crises of the Austrian Church, This initia-
tive is supported by o group of prominent Catholics like the former vice—chancellor
Dr. Erhard Busek and tries to support the Austrian Church in getring its credibilicy.
It tries to ger a wide, credible support for the delegates day in October 98 in Salzhury
tl'!mugh the inclusion of all groups of the Austrian church (like the
“Kirchenvolks—Begehren™), realising an open and wide discussion of themies without
;x:lu.l:’nuht?!pluswr ones. This mitiative was welcomed by the majority of the

ustrian bishops, especiully by the head of the Austrian Episcop:

i y by piscopal Conference,

February 1998

?rayer
to the Virgin of Lujdn

Virgin of Lujan, Mother of the
poor and the humble, Mother of
those who suffer and hope: You
chose this place in the silent
immensity of the argentine pampas,
to listen to our prayers, o soothe
our hearts and to tell us about your
Son “the Saviour of yesterday, of
today, of always”. This simple place
i5 the spiritual heart of our people.

Today we have come to You, a
small group of disciples, aposties
and witnesses of Your Son, gathe-
red in these days in the
International Forum of Catholic
Action. You have always inspired the
great undertakings of the Argentine
Catholic Action and unforgettable
militants and leaders of this provi-
dential apostolic association of the
Church grew up and matured close
to You.

Today we have come from far and
from near countries. We are diffe-
rent faces and different cultures
with a different language, but we
understand each other in the same
Word of your Son who says to each
of us; "Here Is Your mother”. Yes,
we feel You so, Maria. as our

Mother and our Lady. We only ask
You to look at us and to listen to us.
We have so many things, so many
sorrows to tell You, so many graces
to ask of You for ourselves, for our
countries and local Churches! But
we miss time and words. It is enou-
gh for us to have come here to look
al You and lo know that You look at

us and change us.

We are young and adult people,
men and women, who wish to live
the Church in the heart of the world,
as Your Son asks of us. Fully com-
mitted with the hour and the time
we are living. We wish to live with
calm, strong and humble fidelity, in
close union with our Pastors -
Bishops nad priests — with our reli-
Elous and with all the lay faithful,
the communion of the missionary
Church, We feel ourselves marked
with the Holy Spirit and sent again
by Your Son to anncunce all the
Peoples the Goods News of the
Kingdom: the love of the Father.
Through the faith we have fathomed
the world we live in and through the
heart of a Church-communion, we
have committed ourselves in a



dialogue and in making a joumey of
salvation. We do feel the challenges
of this century which is going to end
and the hopes coming from “the
new" which Is approaching,

Virgin of Lujan, Jesus' Mother
and our Mother: today we leave our
uneasiness and hopes, our spImows
and joys in Your heart. We wish to
offer You our poverty, our prayer, our
joy, our hope. our love far the
Church inserted in the world as a
universal sacrament of salvation.
We beg You to make us strong in
difficulties and calm in danger. You
well know what we need: a great spi-
rit of contemplation to understand
the poverty of men and the sorrows
of the peoples; a great readiness (o
accept and live the Word of God, a
calm fortitude to embrace the cross
of Your Son and a joyful readiness
to serve our brothers.

We wish to love the Church
intensely and to live in deep commu-
nion with our Pastors, That we might
be people who pray and missiona
ries. That we might accept the Word
of God and contemplate it, live it
and communicate it with the fire of
the Spirit.

Most Holy Mary, help us to be
faithful to our hour. It Is a “dramatic
and magnificent hour”, full of
challenges and hopes. Lay faithful
are needed who live the sanctity of
their Baptism and the apostolic

commitment of their Confirmation:
who live with daily simplicity the
Easter Mystery; who are afraid
neither of the cross nor of the
martyrdom, Who only live the joy of
sanctity in the missionary commu-
nion of the Church.

Thanks Mother and Lady of Lufén,
for having received us in Your house,
for having looked at us and listened to
us, for having spoken to us and
strengthened us, for having tought us
“to be Church”.,

Now we go back to our homes,
our countries, our local Churches,
with the certainty coming from these
words of Your Son: “Here is your
Mother™ and camying in our hearts
the joy of repeating with You to
Jesus Christ — of today, of yester
day, of always - these words of
Yours: *I am the servant of the Lord:
fet it happen to me as you have
said”. And we go back home,
carrying Your presence as our
mother who says to us. "Do whate
ver he tells you”,

So we will commit ourselves and
so it may be. Amen. Allelujal
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