Jerusalem, Mother Church, local and universal

Meeting with Patriarch Pierbattista Pizzaballa and the “living stones”
eOnline Saturday 30 January 2021

Prayer
121 (122)

(A Song of degrees of David.) | was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the
LORD.

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together:

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks
unto the name of the LORD.

For there are set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.

Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

For my brethren and companions' sakes, | will now say, Peace be within thee.

Because of the house of the LORD our God | will seek thy good.

ACTS 2: 1-11, 42-47

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together.

And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, 2 and it filled the
entire house in which they were.

Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 3 which parted and came to rest on each one
of them.

And they were all filled with the holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, 4 as the
Spirit enabled them to proclaim.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem.

At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were confused because each one heard
them speaking in his own language.




They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, "Are not all these people who are
speaking Galileans?

Then how does each of us hear them in his own native language?

We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as
travelers from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them
speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God."

(...)

They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to the
breaking of the bread and to the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property and
possessions and divide them among all according to each one's need.

Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread
in their homes. They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and
enjoying favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to their number those who were
being saved.



